Lesson 1

Writer’s Notebooks- Mini Lesson

Based on Bomer’s Time for Meaning

What are the two main purposes of the notebook?

· It gives the writer a place for thinking and for trying out different voices and techniques.

· Launch pads for larger projects- if it worked for Henry James, Dostoyevski, Dickens and Steinbeck, then it can work for anybody.

· Not a journal- which is a summary of present goings-on in their lives.

· Not a diary- which records daily events.  Write with a ‘towards’ perspective, not a list of what you have done, but list ideas you are exploring.

· It also serves as a central notebook to store handouts, other papers, and calendars used in English language arts.

Getting Started

· Students rehearse for writing through discussion.

· Conversations between friends are sort of like swapping stories, which give you ideas to start writing.

· Work in small groups.

· Teacher models writing constantly.

Adding Variety to Writer’s Notebooks

· Free Write- Nudge patrol, “Keep Writing, don’t stop. You can do it!!”
· First few minutes of every class give them different ways of writing to think.

· Take class outside and describe what they see and hear.

· Catalog different types of entries and post list on wall.

· Encourage students to reread the notebook, add new thoughts or dialogue, and get ideas for new writing.

· Skip lines when writing so that later you can add new thoughts of dialogue. 

Possible notebook entries

	memories


clippings

pictures


revision of thinking



sensory impressions 

copied text

decision making

ideas for stories-kernels, family

overheard conversations
information
quotations


noticings in the world- observations

conversing with oneself
plans

celebration of victories
reflections of writing pieces


reading response 

snippets of language 
reflections- self-definition 
personal descriptions/profiles 

experiments with genre or style
stories

dreams 


images that stick in the mind, lists

wanderings from freewrite
free association 
caught poetry/found poetry
Speculation about meaning of events

descriptions

interview 

inspiration from an old entry 
imagined dialogue

quick writes                                 2-column notes            Write Abouts                                Write Likes

Criteria Charts                             Class Notes                   Brainstorming                             wonderings-questions 


experiments with really long and really short sentences  playful experimentation with language


What are other specific uses of the notebook?

· It is our classroom tool for thinking, recording ideas, generating writing ideas & trying out new voices.

· It is a place for writers to work through writing problems and to brainstorm.

· It is a place where we can go back to reread to select pieces for revision.

· It is a place where we can go back to reflect on how we have grown as readers and writers.

Boosting student’s use of notebooks outside class

Homework: 5 entries a week- 2 at least a page long, at least 30 minutes to write.

Setting up the Reader’s/Writer’s Notebooks?

· Either on the cover or the first page of the notebook, ask students to write their name, class period, and the date they began using their notebook.  They might also personalize their notebooks with decorations, pictures, nicknames, etc.

· One the top of the second page of the notebooks, ask students to write “Table of Contents”.

· One the first line of the Table of Contents page, ask students to write: “date”, “topic”, and “page number”.

· Beginning with the Table of Contents, ask students to number the first 30 pages; students may number the rest of the pages when they get to page 30.  Student scan now begin using the Reader’s/Writer’s Notebooks on page 6 (pages 2-5 will be set aside for the table of contents).

Improving the quality of notebook entries

· Respond to literature: editorial, news article, even another student’s notebook entry.

· Teachers read to them from their own notebook.

· CONFERENCES: Reaching for meaning: What is important about this to you?  How can you think about it in a way to make it meaningful?

· Teaching begins with accepting and responding to what the writer HAS ACCOMPLISHED.
Evaluating Writer’s Notebooks

· Evaluate for volume, variety, and thoughtfulness.

· Create a graph.

· Collect student’s notebook once every two weeks.

Note: Because the Reader’s/Writer’s Notebooks is a place for students to think and try out different writing and reading ideas, encourage them to write and collect ideas in their notebooks as a habit of practice that extends beyond the times related to specific assignments for class.

