Name _____________________________      Date_________________

Brainstorming on “Ira”

	What the Author Says



	Character’s ACTIONS



	Character’s WORDS



	Character’s THOUGHTS/FEELINGS



	What Others Think




	YES

Credible thoughts, words, actions, and interactions with others
	NO

Not credible thoughts, words, actions, and interactions with others

	Textual Evidence #1

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)


	Textual Evidence #1

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)



	Textual Evidence #2

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)


	Textual Evidence #2

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)



	Textual Evidence #3

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)


	Textual Evidence #3

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)




	YES

Credible thoughts, words, actions, and interactions with others
	NO

Not credible thoughts, words, actions, and interactions with others

	Textual Evidence #1

(Citation or paraphrase)

Even though Ira continued to look straight at Miss Price, he could feel everyone of his classmates staring at him.  His face grew warm.  But he didn’t move a muscle.

Explanation

(In your own words)


	Textual Evidence #1

(Citation or paraphrase)

When Miss Price asked, Does anybody else have anything to share?”  Ira waves his hand so he can brag.

Explanation

(In your own words)



	Textual Evidence #2

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)

This is believable behavior because Ira already feels different because of his large family, so he tries to impress his classmates by telling them his family has lots of unusual pets.
	Textual Evidence #2

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)

This part of the story is not believable because the other kids would not have trusted Ira, a new kid, to be telling the truth about such an impressive array of pets.  They would have criticized his story form the beginning because kids are not that trusting.

	Textual Evidence #3

(Citation or paraphrase)

Ira confesses to his class during this scene, “I just wanted…just wanted’ – Ira’s voice was dropping – ‘you to like me,’ he finished in a whisper.”

Explanation

(In your own words)


	Textual Evidence #3

(Citation or paraphrase)

Explanation

(In your own words)

Ira’s words to the class are not credible because very few students will ever admit to lying to their friends. Once a child is able to make a friend, he will do everything to keep him, even if it means lying.


Make an assertion about whether or not the main character is credible.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

