ELA Academic Vocabulary



	analogy
	A comparison that identifies a shared quality between two ideas or situations that are otherwise unlike each other
	imagery
	Words or phrases that appeal to the five senses, describing the way someone or something looks, feels, smells, tastes, or sounds.  Also called sensory details.

	analysis of text
	The separation of text into its components to determine the relationships between the parts and the whole
	infer
	To make a logical guess or opinion based on evidence.

	anecdote
	A short, usually personal or autobiographical account used as an example to illustrate a point.  See also evidence.
	interpret
	To explain the meaning of any text, set of facts, object, gesture, or event.  To try and make sense out of something.

	apposition
	A noun or pronoun placed after another noun or pronoun to identify, rename, or explain it.  
	main idea
	The writer’s most important point, opinion, or message.  

	character quality
	A trait or characteristic of a character in literature, usually revealed through the character’s thoughts, actions, words, and interactions with others.
	memoir
	A form of autobiographical writing in which a person recalls import events in his or her own life.

	conclusion
	A factual statement based on several related facts or ideas. 
	mood
	The feeling about a scene or subject created by a writer’s selection of words and details.

	concrete language
	Writing that is literal and descriptive.  Used to state ideas in vivid, imaginative ways.
	narrative
	A story or narrated account of actual or fictional events.

	credibility
	believability or plausibility, or feasibility
	paraphrase
	A restatement in one’s own words that stays true to the ideas, tone, and general length of the original passage.

	characterization
	Describes the distinctive nature or features of a person, or other character.
	personification
	To give attributes of humans to something non-human.  To represent an abstract quality in human form.

	credibility of character
	The extent to which an author creates characters with believable or realistic thoughts, actions, dialogue, and interactions with other characters.  
	point of view
	Vantage point from which a writer presents information, which may include the writer’s biases and stereotypical beliefs.

	character quality
	A trait or characteristic of a character in literature, usually revealed through the character’s thoughts, actions, words, and interactions with others.
	simile
	A figure of speech that uses like or as to make a direct comparison between two unlike ideas.  Example:  “sly as a fox”

	figurative language
	Writing or speech that is not meant to be taken literally and is used to state ideas in vivid and imaginative ways.  Examples:  metaphor, personification, simile.
	summary
	A brief statement of the main ideas and significant supporting details presented in a piece of writing.  

	foreshadowing
	The author’s use of clues to hint at what might happen later in the story.  Writers use foreshadowing to build their readers’ expectations and to create suspense.
	symbolism
	A literary technique used to convey a person, place, object, or action beyond itself in a concrete and memorable way.  Example:  a crown could symbolize royalty and power.

	genre
	A type of written or oral communication that has common characteristics and elements.  Common characteristics may include content, purpose, audience, specific language, and author’s intent.  
	tone
	The writer’s attitude toward his/her subject or audience.  If the writer’s purpose is to inform, the tone is usually serious, calm, and reasonable. 

	idiom
	An expression that has a meaning particular to a language or region.  Example: “raining cats and dogs”
	transition
	A connecting word or phrase that clarifies relationship between details, sentences, or paragraphs.
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	assertion
	A statement of opinion.
	logic
	An organized use of evidence, facts, and examples to support an argument or thesis.

	accuracy
	Agreement with facts; correctness.
	main idea
	The writer’s most important point, opinion, or message.  The main idea may be stated directly, or it may be suggested or implied.  

	analogy
	A comparison that identifies a shared quality between two ideas or situations that are otherwise unlike each other.
	organizational patterns
	The pattern in which the writer chooses to organize his writing.  Examples:  spatial, order of importance, chronological order, comparison-and-contrast, cause-and-effect, problem-and-solution.

	bibliography
	A list of all the resources (articles, books, encyclopedias) consulted during the research of a paper or report.
	outline
	Arranging main ideas and supporting details in a logical order.  Uses Roman numerals for the main ideas, and capital letters and Arabic numerals for the supporting ideas.

	bias
	An inclination for or against that inhibits impartial judgment; one-sidedness, partiality, partisanship, prejudice.
	paraphrase
	A restatement in one’s own words that stays true to the ideas, tone, and general length of the original passage.

	citation
	A quoting of a passage from a text for substantiation or support of a thesis.  Within a paper it may be a footnote, an endnote, or a parenthetical documentation.
	primary source
	A written composition based on direct or first-hand information.  Common primary sources:  government documents, interviews, journal entries.

	claim
	What the writer or speaker wants to prove.  Also called an assertion or position.
	proposition
	A position statement in a persuasive composition or speech.  

	description
	One of the four traditional forms of composition in speech and writing.  Its purpose is to provide a picture of a character, event, setting and so forth.
	purpose
	The goal, intention, or aim of the author.  Example:  the purposes of expository text can be to inform, explain, present information, and/or persuade.

	details
	Itemized facts or information about someone or something; a minor or less significant piece of information.
	spatial order
	When organizing writing that describes a place, scene, or an object, details should be organized by their physical arrangement; top to bottom; left to right; outside to inside, near to far.

	explanatory composition
	Writing that explains an idea, informs about a topic, or teaches a process.
	stereotype
	An oversimplified opinion, attitude, or judgment.

	facts/evidence
	Statements that can be proven true.  Specific information or proof that supports the reasons or assertions in an argument.
	text structure
	Any organizational pattern that writers use to make their meaning clear.  Examples: chronological order, spatial order, order of importance, logical order.

	footnotes
	A note of reference, explanation, or comment, usually placed below the text on a printed page. 
	thesis statement
	A statement in one or two sentences that represents the controlling idea or focus of an essay; also called purpose or position.

	imagery
	Words that appeal to the five senses, describing the way someone or something looks, feels, smells, tastes, or sounds.  
	transition
	A connecting word or phrase that clarifies relationships between details, sentences, or paragraphs.

	infer
	To make a logical guess or opinion based on evidence, observed facts, and one’s own knowledge and experience.
	tone
	The writer’s attitude toward his/her subject or audience.  If the writer’s purpose is to inform, the tone is usually serious, calm, and reasonable

	interpretation
	An explanation of the meaning of any text, set of facts, object, gesture, or event.  To interpret something is to try to make sense of it.
	unity
	A paragraph has unity if all its sentences support the main idea or purpose, and a composition has unity if all its paragraphs support the thesis statement.
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	analogy
	A comparison that identifies a shared quality between two ideas or situations that are otherwise unlike each other.
	paraphrase
	A restatement in one’s own words that stays true to the ideas, tone, and general length of the original passage.  

	analysis
	The separation of text into its components to determine the relationships between the parts and the whole.
	personification
	A type of figurative language in which a nonhuman subject is given human characteristics.

	anecdote
	A short, usually personal or autobiographical account used as an example to illustrate a point.
	point of view
	The perspective or vantage point from which a story is told.  It is either a narrator outside the story or a character in the story.  First or third person.

	assertion
	A statement of opinion
	purpose
	The goal, intention, or aim of the author.  The purpose may be to inform, explain, present information, or persuade.

	character quality
	A trait or characteristic of a character in literature, usually revealed through the character’s thoughts, actions, words, and interactions with others.
	recurring theme
	A message about life or human nature that is conveyed in two or more works of literature.  A theme can usually be expressed as a generalization about human beings or about life.  Usually, the theme is not directly stated, and must be inferred.

	citation
	A quoting of a passage from a text for substantiation or support of a thesis.  Within a paper it may be a footnote, an endnote, or a parenthetical documentation.
	response to literature
	An essay or other type of writing designed to discuss and interpret what is of value in a book, short essay, article, or poem.

	claim
	What the writer (or speaker) wants to prove.  Also called an assertion or position.
	simile
	A figure of speech that uses like or as to make a direct comparison between two unlike ideas.  

	figurative language
	Writing or speech that is not meant to be taken literally and is used to state ideas in vivid and imaginative ways.  Example:  metaphor, personification, simile
	summary
	A brief statement of the main ideas and significant supporting details presented in a piece of writing.  

	foreshadowing
	The author’s use of clues to hint at what might happen later in the story.  Writers use foreshadowing to build their readers’ expectations and to create suspense.
	symbol
	A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else.  For example:  the Statue of Liberty stands for freedom.

	idiom
	An expression that has a meaning particular to a language or region. 
	text structure
	Any organizational patter that writers use to make their meaning clear.  Examples:  chronological order, spatial order, logical order.

	inference
	A logical guess or opinion based on evidence, observed facts, and one’s own knowledge and experience.
	theme
	A message or lesson about life or human nature that is conveyed by a literary work.  A theme can usually be expressed as a generalization about human beings or about life.

	interpret
	To give an explanation of the meaning of any text, set of facts, object, gesture, or event.  To try and make sense of something.
	thesis statement
	A statement in one or two sentences that represents the controlling idea or focus of an essay; also called purpose or position.

	metaphor
	A comparison of two things that have some quality in common.  A metaphor does not contain an explicit word of comparison, such as like  or as.
	tone
	The writer’s attitude toward his/her subject or audience.  If the writer’s purpose is to inform, the tone is usually serious, calm, and reasonable.

	mood
	The feeling about a scene or subject created by a writer’s selection of words and details.  A mood may be described as suspenseful, mysterious, peaceful, fearful, etc.
	
	

	motive
	A motive is the reason that explains a character’s thoughts, feelings, actions, or speech.  
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	accuracy
	Agreement with facts; to be correct or precise.
	interpret
	To explain the meaning of any text, set of facts, object, gesture, or event.  To interpret something is to try to make sense of it.

	adequacy
	The degree to which an argument is strong enough in terms of quality or quantity, to support an assertion.  
	irony
	A contrast between what is expected and what actually exists or happens.

	appropriateness
	The degree to which an argument is the best or correct argument to support an assertion.  Is the argument suitable or proper?
	logic
	Evidence (facts and examples). An argument is illogical when it does not provide reasons backed by evidence.      

	argument
	A series of statements in a text designed to convince the reader of something.
	main idea
	The writer’s most important point, opinion, or message.  The main idea may be stated directly, or it may be suggested or implied.  In persuasive texts, the main idea is called the claim or argument.

	articulate
	To express oneself clearly or effectively.
	persuasion
	One of the four traditional forms of composition in speech and writing.  Its purpose is to move a reader by argument or entreaty to a belief, position, or course of action.

	assertion
	A statement of opinion.  A confident and forceful statement of fact of belief.
	point of view
	Vantage point from which a writer presents information, which may include the writer’s biases and stereotypical beliefs.

	bias
	An inclination for or against that inhibits impartial judgment; one-sidedness, partiality, partisanship, prejudice.
	primary source
	A written composition based on direct or first-hand information.  Common primary sources:  government documents, interviews, journal entries.

	claim
	What the writer or speaker wants to prove.  Also called an assertion or position.
	secondary source
	A written composition based on a primary source, but containing second-hand information.  Common secondary sources:  textbooks, encyclopedias, news programs.

	conclusion
	A judgment or decision reached by reasoning.  The summing-up of an argument or text.
	propaganda
	Any form of communication, often containing false or misleading information, aimed at persuading an audience of a certain point of view of belief; usually refers to manipulative political material.

	credible
	Believable, convincing,  plausible, or feasible
	proposition
	A position statement in a persuasive composition or speech.

	diction
	A writer or speaker’s choice of words.  An essential element of a writer’s style.  Some writers use simple or even slang words.
	purpose
	Goal, intention, aim.  Example:  the purposes of expository text can be to inform, explain, present information, and/or to persuade.

	ethical, emotional, logical appeal
	An ethical appeal addresses the readers’ sense of right and wrong.  An emotional appeal is aimed at readers’ hearts.   A logical appeal speaks to readers’ common sense and logic.
	summary
	A brief statement of the main ideas and significant supporting details presented in a piece of writing.  It must contain the main ideas, critical details, and underlying meaning of the original text.

	evidence
	Specific information or proof that supports the reasons/assertions in an argument.  Evidence must be precise and relevant, clearly related to the argument.
	symbolism
	A literary technique used to convey a person, place, object, or action beyond itself in a concrete and memorable way.  Example:  A crown may symbolize royalty and power.

	fallacious reasoning
	Faulty reasoning or mistakes in logical thinking.  Fallacious reasoning leads to false or incorrect conclusions.  Some types include:  bandwagon, either/or, inaccurate generalizations, snob appeal, stereotyping, testimonial.
	thesis statement
	A statement in one of two sentences that represents the controlling idea or focus of an essay; also called purpose or position.

	infer
	To make a logical guess based on evidence, observed facts, and one’s own knowledge.
	opinion
	A view or judgment about something, not necessarily based on fact or knowledge.
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