Dialogue

Dialogue can reveal a lot about the characters and move the story along.  When you write dialogue, the words should sound natural and be true to a character’s personality.  Put quotations marks (“…”) before and after a speaker’s exact words.  Also use capital letters and punctuation marks in all the right places.  Each time the speaker changes, begin a new paragraph.


Vary the speaker tags ever now and then.  Speaker tags are the words that tell who is talking, such as Ava said or said Jon.  Although said is a perfectly find word for speaker tags, don’t use only that verb.  Occasionally substitute stronger verbs like called or shouted (you can use a Thesaurus to find more).  When it’s quite clear who is speaking, you won’t need a speaker tag at all.

