Characterization

One of the best things about story writing is making up the characters.  You get to name them, tell how they look, and make them do things and say things.

Characters often have names that are unusual or stand out.  Think of a name that suits each character.  The name might suggest something about the character’s appearance or personality.  In Disney’s Snow White, for example, the names of the Seven Dwarfs fit their nature.  Grumpy is cranky, Bashful is shy, Sleepy is always tired, and so on.  Breathe life into characters by describing their appearance, personality, and actions.

	WORDS THAT TELL HOW CHARACTERS LOOK

	Attractive

Bald

Beautiful

Blind

Broad

Chubby

Cute

Dainty
	Delicate

Elegant

Enormous

Fair

Fat

Grail

Hairy

Handsome
	Homely

Huge

Lean

Little

Old

Pale

Petite

Plump
	Pretty

Round

Rugged

Short

Skinny

Sender

Slight

Slim
	Sloppy

Stout

Tall

Thin

Tiny

Ugly

Wrinkled

Young


	WORDS THAT TELL MORE ABOUT CHARACTERS

	Active

Adventurous

Afraid

Agreeable

Alert

Amusing

Anxious

Artistic

Athletic

Awkward

Bashful

Bold

Boring

Brave

Brilliant

Calm

Carefree

Careful

Careless

Cautious

Charming

Cheerful

Childish

Clever

Clumsy

Confident

Confused
	Cranky

Creative

Critical

Cross

Cruel

Curious

Dangerous

Determined

Discouraged

Dishonest

Dull

Eager

Earnest

Embarrassed

Evil

Fearless

Fierce

Foolish

Friendly

Funny

Furious

Generous

Gentle

Graceful

Greedy

Gruff

Grumpy
	Harmless

Helpful

Heroic

Honest

Humble

Humorous

Imaginative

Impatient

Independent

Innocent

Intelligent

Jealous

Jolly

Kind

Lazy

Lively

Lonely

Loud

Loyal

Mean

Mischievous

Miserable

Modest

Moody

Nasty

Naughty

Neighborly
	Nervous

Noble

Normal

Odd 

Ordinary

Patient

Peculiar

Pleasant

Polite

Practical

Private

Proud

Quiet

Reckless

Relaxed

Responsible

Restless

Rude

Sad

Scary

Selfish

Sensitive

Serious

Shy

Sickly

Silent

Silly
	Sincere

Skillful

Sly

Smart

Sneaky

Spoiled

Stern

Stingy

Strange

Strict

Stubborn

Stupid

Suspicious

Sweet

Talented

Tender

Tense

Thoughtful

Timid

Tough

Unhappy

Unselfish

Vain

Weak

Wicked

Wise

Worried


